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Introduction 

 
The Minnesota Corrections Association (MCA) developed and conducted this juvenile justice survey 

among Juvenile Justice 21 forum participants and other juvenile justice professionals in October 

2014. Survey questions were developed based upon discussions at the forums, recent reform efforts 

and juvenile justice developments, and past reports. Question drafting input was sought and received 

from a variety of juvenile justice professionals. The survey contained fifty-eight questions on broad 

juvenile justice topics as well as specific policy issues. The survey was conducted online via web 

based survey tools by an independent research consultant based in Northern Virginia. The consultant 

also conducted brief qualitative interviews on selected survey participants. The survey was sent to all 

forum participants that either registered or attended at least one of the ten Juvenile Justice 21 forums 

hosted by MCA between May and September 2014. In addition, the survey was sent to contacts for 

28 statewide juvenile justice related organizations.1  

226 Respondents completed the survey. Sixty-five percent attended one of the forums and thirty-five 

percent did not. Additional respondent demographics are displayed in the tables on the following 

page. 

 

                                                           
1
 National Alliance on Mental Illness, Minnesota Department of Corrections, Minnesota Community Action Partnership, Minnesota 

Association of Community Corrections Act Counties, Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota, Minnesota Police and Peace Officers 

Association, Minnesota Sheriff’s Association, Legal Rights Center, Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee, American Friends Service 

Committee, Lakes Area Restorative Justice Project, Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota County Attorneys Association, 

Juvenile Justice Coalition of Minnesota, Minnesota Department of Human Services, Minnesota Youth Intervention Programs 

Association, Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Children’s Law Center, Youthprise, Minnesota Association of Child Caring 

Agencies, Minnesota Department of Education, Minnesota Association of County Probation Officers, Minnesota Police Chiefs, 

Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative, State Public Defender, Minnesota Coalition of Battered Women, Minnesota Coalition 

Against Sexual Assault, Minnesota Office of Justice Programs 
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Profession

Percentage of 

Respondents

Probation Officer 30.50%

Other 25.70%

Prosecuting Attorney 13.70%

Defense Attorney 13.30%

Social Worker 6.20%

Educator 2.70%

Law Enforcement 2.20%

Juvenile Counselor 1.80%

Attorney – not 

prosecutor or defense 1.30%

Corrections Officer 1.30%

Legislator 0.90%

Judge 0.40%

County
Percentage of 

Respondents

Hennepin 

County
12.00%

Ramsey 

County
10.20%

Olmstead 

County
9.30%

St. Louis 

County
9.30%

Kandiyohi 

County
3.50%

Anoka County 2.70%

Blue Earth 

County
2.70%

Carver 

County
2.70%

Stearns 

County
2.70%

Washington 

County
2.70%

Carlton 

County
2.20%

Goodhue 

County
2.20%

Meeker 

County
2.20%

Scott County 2.20%

Beltrami 

County
1.80%

Cass County 1.80%

Clay County 1.80%

Itasca County 1.80%

33 Other 

Counties
26.20%
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Families 

There is a need for more support (parenting education, social services access and navigation, youth 
programming) for entire families whose children are involved in the juvenile justice system. 

 
 

There is a need for more accountability for families whose children are involved in the juvenile justice system. 
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There is a need for more support (parenting education, social services access and navigation, youth 
programming) for entire families whose children are involved in the juvenile justice system. 

 

 
 

There is a need for more accountability for families whose children are involved in the juvenile justice system. 
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Mental Health 

 

Mental health screening for children in the juvenile justice system needs to be improved. 

 

 
 

More children in the juvenile justice system need to be screened for mental health issues. 
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There is a need for more resources and training to use trauma-informed assessment and care with juveniles. 

 

 

 
 

Minnesota's juvenile justice system should revert back to a mental health screening system whereby parents 
have the choice to “opt-out” (request no screening) of screenings for their child rather than the current system in 
which they must request screening for it to occur. 
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Counties should be allowed to use designated funding to pay for diagnostic assessments for juveniles. 

 

 

 
 

There is a need for more funding for juvenile chemical dependency interventions. 

 

 



10 

 

 

There is a need for more funding for juvenile mental health interventions. 

 

 

 

Schools 

School resource police officers should receive more training about working in schools and with youth. 
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There is a need for more school resource officers. 

 
 

There needs to be more policy discussion, standards, and training for how schools deal with the intersection of 
school-based discipline and the juvenile delinquency system. 
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Child Welfare 

There is a need for better coordination between the child protection and juvenile justice systems. 

 

 
 

Current privacy laws on data prevent effective care coordination between government, social services and the 
schools on behalf of juveniles. 
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Collateral Consequences 

The collateral consequences of a juvenile record in Minnesota unnecessarily prevent youth from reaching their 
full potential. 

 

 
 

The collateral consequences of a juvenile record in Minnesota are generally appropriate and necessary to protect 
public safety. 
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Except for juveniles certified as adults, juvenile records should never be made publicly available. 

 
 

Current sexual offense statutes as applied to juveniles result in some juveniles being inappropriately adjudicated 
of these offenses. Minnesota's sexual offense statutes should be changed to address this problem. 

 

 
 

Minnesota’s predatory offender registration law as it applies to juveniles is inappropriate because it generally 
treats juveniles like adults. Minnesota’s predatory offender registration law should be changed to address this 
issue. 
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Judges should have the discretion to decide if a juvenile sex offender should be required to register as a 
predatory offender at the end of their treatment. 

 

 
 

Young adults who are registered as predatory offenders as juveniles under the current law should be given the 
opportunity to petition to be removed from the registry. 
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All delinquency hearings for 16-17 year-old juveniles charged with felony offenses should remain automatically 
open to the public as current law requires. 

 

 
 

Judges should be given discretion to decide if hearings and records for 16-17 year-olds who have been charged 
with felonies should be open and accessible to the public based upon the circumstances and guiding criteria. 
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Hearings and records for 16-17 year-olds who have been charged with felonies should be automatically public for 
some more serious offense categories but not all felonies. 

 

 
 

Human services background study statutes limiting employment involving contact with vulnerable populations 
should not be applied to juveniles the same way they are applied to adults (there should be some provisions 
limiting the use of juvenile records for this purpose). 
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Currently a juvenile who is at least 14 years old and adjudicated delinquent for a felony receives a partial criminal 
history point. Juvenile adjudications should never be used for adult criminal history score or sentencing 
enhancements. 
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Juvenile stays of adjudication should be available for longer than 360 days. 

 

 
 

The practice of entering the case as “dismissed” should be changed to entering the case as “conditions met, 
case closed.” 
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If the practice of entering the case as “dismissed” is NOT changed to show “conditions met, case closed,” a stay 
of adjudication should only be available if the prosecutor agrees to it. 

 

 
 

Even if the practice of entering the case as “dismissed” IS changed to “conditions met, case closed,” a stay of 
adjudication should not be available if the prosecutor does not agree to it. 
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Judges should have less discretion when deciding whether to stay an adjudication of delinquency – there should 
be specific statutory guidelines for when stays of adjudication can be given. 

 

Re-entry 

 

There is a need for better re-entry programming for juveniles. 
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Disproportionate Minority Contact 

 

There is a need for increased efforts to reduce racial disparities in Minnesota’s juvenile justice system. 

 

 

The decision to place a juvenile in a detention facility should be based upon the results of an objective risk 
assessment tool. 
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Every county in the state should be required to use an objective risk assessment tool when deciding if a juvenile 
should be placed in detention. 

 

 

Sentencing 

It is too easy to transfer juveniles to adult court in Minnesota. 

 



24 

 

 

Designating juveniles extended jurisdiction juvenile happens too frequently. 

 

 

Currently in Minnesota, a child under the age of 10 cannot be prosecuted but is treated as a child in need of 
protection or services. Starting at age 10, a child can be prosecuted as delinquent (held responsible). This age 
should be raised. 
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Jurisdiction for Minnesota’s juvenile justice system should be expanded to an age over 18 years old (not only for 
EJJ but for other adjudications as well). 

 

 
 

The sentences for the individuals already sentenced to mandatory life without parole should be reconsidered 
based on the Supreme Court’s ruling and a statute change. 
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Life without parole should never be an option for juveniles in Minnesota. 

 

 
 

Life without parole should be an option in some juvenile cases with certain guiding criteria. 
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Victims 

The rights of victims are protected in juvenile court. 

 

 

There needs to be more services available to victims, especially culturally competent services, in delinquency 
proceedings. 
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Miscellaneous 

There is a need for more data collection on race throughout Minnesota’s juvenile justice system so we can better 
address the issue of disproportionate minority contact. 

 

We need better tracking and data systems to measure what programs and policies are most effective and to 
determine what needs are not being met. 

 
 



29 

 

There should be a statewide office of juvenile justice that focuses on evaluating and improving Minnesota’s 
juvenile justice system. 

 
 

There should be a state juvenile justice division within the MN Department of Corrections (or possibly another 
agency) instead of juvenile delinquency being handled by various corrections delivery systems. 

 

 
 


